
SESSION 2
SUPPORTING SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT



Understanding Learning Targets



Command Terms
• Teaching and learning are predominantly linguistics 

phenomena; that is we accomplish most of our 
learning through the vehicle of language … 
Therefore, language is a tool that teachers can use 
to enhance cognitive development. 

• If we develop a successful programme for teaching 
thinking, we must also develop a language of 
cognition.

Teaching the language of thinking (Costa, Marzano 2001, p379)



Bloom’s Taxonomy

Synthesis 
+ 

Evaluation
Analysis 

+ 
Application
Knowledge 

+ 
Comprehension



Implications
• The fundamental concept proposed by the 

taxonomy has been significant and influential in 
providing guidance for understanding, planning 
and developing educational objectives and 
assessment tools.  

• Bloom’s taxonomy, and the subsequent revised 
versions, offers a useful framework through which 
to express the diversity of the thinking skills 
required as part of teaching and learning.

Command Terms in the MYP (IB, 2010)



Example

DISCUSS
Offer a considered and balanced 

review that includes a range
of arguments, factors or hypotheses. 

Opinions or conclusions
should be presented clearly and 

supported by appropriate
evidence.

“International 
interactions always 

result in the 
homogenization of 

culture.”
Discuss this statement.

“Global interactions 
have helped reduce 
disparities between 

places.” Discuss
this statement.

Discuss the 
interrelationships 
between global 
interactions and 

changes in
technology.







Activity

• Create your own poster choosing five of the 
command terms from your subject area (see MYP 
or DP subject guides) to be pictorially represented.



Use the academic language
Task: Substitute the words in red for a command term and turn 
sentence starter into a question 

• Think what will happen if 

• Look at these two graphs 

• Put the plants into groups 

• Let’s work out this problem 

• Do you agree with the statement 

• How does this work 

• What does this word mean



What do you think? Using exemplar 
pieces of work with students

• Exemplar can simply mean a model, ideal or pattern to be  copied or imitated or 
something typical or representative of an example.


Case for: 

• Front loading before feedback that is too late


• Students want an example and to know what is required


• Studies claim that student marks improve where exemplars are used (possibly too 
simplistic an argument)


• Transparent communication of mark scheme and standards


Case against: 

• Increases plagiarism


• Kills creativity



Assessment task design / layout - 
more important than you may think

What do we need to consider when designing the layout of 
assessment task sheets? Things to consider…



Assessment task design / layout - 
more important than you may think
Does your task sheet
1. List technical terms students will be required to 

know?
2. Provide clarity to students on what they must 

include and/or produce in order to be 
3. successful?
4. Use of text formatting, diagrams, cues, 

illustrations or graphics support students in 
understanding of what is expected of them?

Task:

Either use the provided assessment task sheet 

or 

use one of your own

enhance the task layout to assist improvement of 
student understanding of the assessment task



Could you use a combination of text, 
audio and video to design the assessment 

task instructions?



Using checklists

• Give the students a checklist


Or


• Empower students to create 
their own


