
SESSION 1
SUPPORTING SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT



MR MEN - ICE-BREAKER

INTRODUCE YOURSELF

▸ Your name 

▸ Your school’s name 

▸ Your school’s location 

▸ Give 3 reasons why you’re 
attending the workshop 

▸ How does the Mr Men card 
that you have chosen relate 
to your work as a teacher?



DEFINING ASSESSMENT

WHAT IS IT?

▸ Assessment—a term used to cover all the 
various methods by which student 
achievement can be evaluated. Assessment 
instruments may include tests, examinations, 
extended practical work, projects, portfolios 
and oral work, some carried out over a 
prolonged period and sometimes marked by 
the student’s teacher.



DEFINING SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT

WHAT IS IT?

▸ Summative assessment, aimed at determining the level of 
achievement of a student generally at the end of a course 
of study.  

▸ Note: Many schools classify summative assessment to be 
what the IB calls formal assessment, as marks / grades are 
needed for report cards during the course - a level of 
student achievement has to be recorded.



SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT

FOR THE PURPOSE OF THIS COURSE IT IS…

▸ Made up of but not limited to multiple-choice tests for a few 
subjects and examination papers for most subjects, intended 
to be taken at the end of the two-year course, and a variety of 
other tasks (essays, research essays, written assignments, oral 
interviews, scientific and mathematical investigations, 
fieldwork projects and artistic performances) spread over 
different subjects and completed by students at various 
times under various conditions during their course. 

▸ Usually, summative assessments are used to make an 
evaluative judgement of a student in a formal report
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STRESS 
from 

assessment
Before During After







Making lists of 
what needs to be 

done (in your head 
or on paper)

Overcomplicating 
the things that 

need to be done

Not knowing 
when to finish 

something or how 
long to spend on 

something

Not being able to 
decide what way to 

do something

Being afraid to 
finish something if 

it is not perfect

Not knowing how 
to finish something

Procrastinating Students





WHEN IT ALL BECOMES TOO MUCH

DEPRESSION

Signs and symptoms of depression in teens

• Sadness or hopelessness 
• Tearfulness or frequent crying 
• Loss of interest in activities 
• Restlessness and agitation 
• Lack of enthusiasm and motivation    
• Difficulty concentrating

• Irritability, anger, or hostility 
• Withdrawal from friends and family 
• Changes in eating and sleeping 

habits 
• Feelings of worthlessness and guilt 
• Fatigue or lack of energy 
• Thoughts of death or suicide



NOTICING DEPRESSION AT SCHOOL

Signs and symptoms of depression in students

• Complaints of feeling sick 
• Missing school 
• Lack of sleep 
• Decreased participation in 

classroom and extracurricular 
activities 

• Social problems, including 
isolation, irritability, problems 
making friends 

• Failing to complete assignments, or 
doing so poorly

• Being quick to express emotions 
through crying or anger, or, in 
contrast, losing all affect 

• Frequently making self-deprecating 
and pessimistic comments 

• An obsession with morbidity 
• Changes in personality and friend 

groups 
• Sulking 
• Working slowly 
• Sleeping in class 
• Lack of independent study and 

concentration



Activity - How do you support students 

undertaking large assessment tasks?

• Think - 10 minutes to individually reflect on strategies that you 
use for an assessment task, or similar large project (not a test) 

• Pair - 10 minutes to share strategies on your table - make 
notes on poster paper. 

• Share - 10 minutes gallery walk to see and discuss what the 
different table groups wrote. 

• Reflect - Write down 1, and only 1, strategy that you could 
add to supporting your students. Go implement!



UNDERTAKING ASSESSMENT TASKS

KEY STRATEGIES TO SUPPORT STUDENTS

▸ Be clear with students in what is expected 

▸ Give students guidance with what to write and say 

▸ Teach skills to research well 

▸ Teach students to take and organize notes 

▸ Teach skills to effectively and efficiently present written work 

▸ Teach skills to effectively and efficiently present written work 

▸ Teach students to effectively self-assess as a formative assessment strategy 

▸ Provide formative assessment and effective feedback



WHAT DO WE MEAN BY

TRANSFERABLE SKILLS FOR SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT?

Generic skills that can be 
utilized by students in a variety 
of tasks and / or across different 
subject areas to complete 
summative assessment tasks.



CONSIDER

Why not give students study skills seminars?

Advantages Disadvantages

• An expert can teach the skills 
• A common approach can be 

given to all students and we know 
it gets ‘done’ 

• Study skills / time management 
skills sessions could be 
incorporated into the Pastoral / 
Wellbeing / Tutorial Program - 
does not take away from subject 
lesson time 

• Subject teachers are not involved 
and teachers may not see 
themselves as responsible for 
helping students develop these 
skills 

• A one size fits all approach does 
not personalize learning 

• Study skills / time management 
skills sessions are not taught in 
context of what the student is 
being asked to do



Better to have a common approach to 

study skills and time management 

between teachers

For example: 

General agreements on 
what teachers can do to 

support students 

Some things teachers 
already do such as an 
assessment deadlines 

calendar



Assessment calendars

• How well does your assessment calendar support students? 

• What is the level of detail? e.g. final dates, draft dates 

• What tasks are included on the calendar? Do teachers get to 
see the full picture of what a student goes through beyond 
your own subject? 

• Are deadline policies adhered to? Why not? 

• What improvements can be made?



KEY ISSUES

WHY WE NEED THIS WORKSHOP

▸ Students experience a great deal of stress with assessment 

★ students want to get good marks 

★ students feel pressure from home 

★ students do not know what they need to do 

★ students do not know how to do it 

★ assessment is challenging 

▸ Student time management and prioritization skills are often poor, including 
effective use of time 

▸ Teachers do not work well enough together in support of students



Working together - Establish clock partners


