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Aims

• To provide teachers with simple strategies to 
improve student literacy that sets them up better to 
achieve academic success. 

• To give teachers time to create teaching and 
learning resources based on the strategies 
provided in this workshop.



IB programmes teach 
students to think

• What matters is not the absorption and 
regurgitation either of facts or of predigested 
interpretations of facts, but the development of 
powers of the mind or ways of thinking which can 
be applied to new situations and new presentations 
of facts as they arise.

Alec Peterson, first Director General of the IB

Think Think Think



Anyone? Anyone?



Understanding Learning Targets



Command Terms
• Teaching and learning are predominantly linguistics 

phenomena; that is we accomplish most of our 
learning through the vehicle of language … 
Therefore, language is a tool that teachers can use 
to enhance cognitive development. 

• If we develop a successful programme for teaching 
thinking, we must also develop a language of 
cognition.

Teaching the language of thinking (Costa, Marzano 2001, p379)



Bloom’s Taxonomy

Synthesis 
+ 

Evaluation
Analysis 

+ 
Application
Knowledge 

+ 
Comprehension



Implications
• The fundamental concept proposed by the 

taxonomy has been significant and influential in 
providing guidance for understanding, planning 
and developing educational objectives and 
assessment tools.  

• Bloom’s taxonomy, and the subsequent revised 
versions, offers a useful framework through which 
to express the diversity of the thinking skills 
required as part of teaching and learning.

Command Terms in the MYP (IB, 2010)



Example

DISCUSS
Offer a considered and balanced 

review that includes a range
of arguments, factors or hypotheses. 

Opinions or conclusions
should be presented clearly and 

supported by appropriate
evidence.

“International 
interactions always 

result in the 
homogenization of 

culture.”
Discuss this statement.

“Global interactions 
have helped reduce 
disparities between 

places.” Discuss
this statement.

Discuss the 
interrelationships 
between global 
interactions and 

changes in
technology.





Activity

• Create your own poster choosing any of the 
command terms from your subject area (see MYP 
or DP subject guides) to be pictorially represented.





Use the academic language
• Think what will happen if 

• Look at these two graphs 

• Put the plants into groups 

• Let’s work out this problem 

• Do you agree with the statement 

• How does this work 

• What does this word mean
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Building Vocabulary
Build vocabulary in three distinctive areas: 

• High frequency words: Critical prompts, requests for 
action e.g. command terms (including command terms 
used that are not in the guide) 

• Specialised terminology: vocabulary required for the 
specific field of study 

• Embellishments: vivid, precise, engaging words that 
embellish and give power to thinking both in print and 
speech



Prior planning for a unit
• Need to consider the student’s prior knowledge 

and learning. 

• Need to consider the essential academic 
vocabulary introduced in the unit. 

• Need to consider the additional academic 
vocabulary that students may encounter that they 
may not yet have been introduced to.



Word differentiation chart
Topic:

Tier 1 words Tier 2 words Tier 3 words

Specialised 
terminology that 
students should 
already be familiar 
with

Specialised 
terminology that 
students need for 
the unit and have 
not yet been 
introduced

Specialised 
terminology that 
students may come 
across but are not 
essential and have 
not yet been 
introduced



Create a differentiated word 
bank

1. Create a word bank for any unit that you teach 
(consider readings students are given) 

2. Sort the words into the word differentiation chart 
using your assumption of the language students 
should have prior knowledge of. 

3. Optional: Give the word bank to your students 
prior to this component of the course and get 
them to complete an individual word differentiation 
chart and see how it compares to yours



Six steps to building 
academic vocabulary

1. Describe 

2. Re-state 

3. Draw 

4. Activities 

5. Discuss 

6. Games

From: Building Academic 
Vocabulary (Marzano, 2006)



Step 1 - Describe
• Provide a description, explanation or example of 

the new term.



Describe - How?
• Find direct experiences 

• Tell a story - integrate the term 

• Provide images 

• Act it out 

• Find or create images 

• Construct models (play dough)



Step 2 - Re-state
• Ask students to re-state the description, 

explanation or example in their own words.



Step 3 - Draw
• Ask students to construct a picture, symbol or 

graphic representation of the term or phrase.



How? Re-state and Draw
• Vocabulary notebooks / sheets - Term, describe, 

draw, familiarity rating.

Vocabulary word Definition in my 
own words Illustration



Challenges
Some students do not like to draw:

• You model it 

• Provide examples, even rough ones 

• Allow students to work together 

• Allows students to find pictures 

Students who ‘overdraw’:

• Differentiate between drawing and sketching 

• Time limits 

The word is difficult to depict:

• Use a graphic organiser like the Frayer Model.



Frayer Model - using questions as part of 
a graphic organiser to learn concepts or 

words

1. What does it do? 
2. How, when, why does it 

happen? 
3. What does it smell like, 

feel, taste, sound, look 
like? 

4. What are its benefits? 
5. What are its costs / 

problems? 

6. How can the problems 
be solved? 

7. What types exist? 
8. What are its stages? 
9. What are the arguments 

for or against it? 
10.How would it be 

illustrated?



Frayer Model - adaptation to 
understanding migration - term placemat

What is it? Migration What does it look like if we were to 
see it in action?

Causes of: Effects of:

Historical examples of: Contemporary examples of:

Language associated with:



Embellishments, substitutes 
and synonyms

• Using different and better words to assist with 
getting the speaker / writer’s message across: 

Activity: 

• What words could students use to bring alive a 
description of a rainforest? 

• What words could be used as substitutes for 
advantage or disadvantage in an evaluation essay?



Useful phrases for 
explaining cause and effect 

• The result is  

• This results in  

• As a result  

• Resulting in  

• Precipitating  

• Initiating  

• Triggering  

• The effect of this is  

• As a consequence  

• Consequently  

• Inevitably  

• This, in turn, causes 



Subjectivity vs Objectivity: Ways to 
reveal or hide the opinion holder

Circumstances	of	
angle

Quo2ng	/	A5ribu2ng	
to	others

It	is’	clauses There	is’	clauses

From	personal	
viewpoint	
According	to	my	view	
As	I	see	it	
As	I	understand	it	
From	my	viewpoint	
From	where	I	stand	
From	where	I	see	it	
In	my	opinion	
To	my	way	of	thinking	

A5ribu2ng	to	others	
According	to…	
From	the…perspec;ve	
To	the…way	of	thinking

Authori;es	on	the	
subject	claim	that	
Commonsense	dictates	
that	
Data	demonstrates	that	
Everyone	knows	that	
Experts	in	the	field	
believe	that	
Most	people	are	of	the	
opinion	that	
Most	students	feel	that	
No	sane	person	would	
pretend	that	
Public	opinion	suggests	
that	
Research	shows	that	
Scien;sts	agree	that

It	is	a	widely	held	belief	
It	is	clear	that	
It	is	crucial	that	
It	is	definite	that	
It	is	evident	that	
It	is	generally	agreed	
that	
It	is	important	that	
It	is	likely	that	
It	is	obvious	that	
It	is	plain	that	
It	is	widely	accepted	that	
It	stands	to	reason	that	
It	would	be	foolish	to	
deny	that

There	is	a	possibility	that	
There	is	a	probability	
that	
There	is	an	obliga;on	to	
There	is	evidence	to	
indicate	that	
There	is	general	
agreement	that	
There	is	liIle	doubt	that	
There	is	widespread	
acceptance	that	
There	is	widespread	
concern	about	
There	is	widespread	
support	for
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Word Familiarity Charts - 
keeping track of progress

Name: 
List the topic vocabulary words in column 1 and mark the column that best 
corresponds to your knowledge and understanding of the word with a 

Vocabulary 
word

Know it. Can 
use it in a 
sentence

Might know it. 
Might be able 
to guess at its 

meaning

Have heard it. 
Could not 
define it or 
use it in a 
sentence.

Never heard 
it. Have no 
idea what it 

means



Step 4 - Activities
Engage students periodically in activities that help them address 
their knowledge of the key vocabulary: 

• Associated word activities. 

• Comparative term activities 

• Analogy activities 

• Metaphors



Free Association Time
• State some words that 

you associate with the 
term: Sculpture 

• Teacher says ‘stop’ - 
the student now 
explains why their 
word is associated 
with the term.



Compare and Contrast - 
Apple and Windows

Apple and Windows are similar because they both: 

• ______________________________________________ 

• ______________________________________________ 

• ______________________________________________



Compare and Contrast - 
Apple and Windows

Apple and Windows are different because: 

• Apple is / has / does________ but Windows is / has / does_______ 

• Apple is / has / does________ but Windows is / has / does_______ 

• Apple is / has / does________ but Windows is / has / does_______



Compare and contrast 
cricket and baseball 

Exist in 
both 

cricket and 
baseball

Unique to 
baseball

Unique to 
cricket



Compare and contrast the 
sun and the moon

Moon Sun



Compare and contrast 
matrix

Monarchy Dictatorship Democracy
Similarities 

and 
Differences

How leaders 
come to 
power

The reaction 
from the 
people

The role of 
the people



Classification Activity
Group them and develop your criteria: 

Mississippi, Quito, Snowy, Danube, Andes, Cape 
Town, Alps, Bangkok, Murray, Chicago, Himalayas, 
Nile, Paris, Rockies, Atlas, Ganges.



Analogy Activity
• Bone is to skeleton as word is to ________________ 

• Inch is to foot as millimeter is to _________________ 

• Oxygen is to people as CO2 is to ________________ 

• Goalkeeper is to soccer as goaltender is to _______ 

Now substitute the word as, or add to it, in order to 
explain the connection between the words.



Metaphor Activity
Good book

What they have in 
common to make the 

metaphor
Calgon Bubble Bath

"For some people, reading 
a good book is like a 

Calgon bubble bath--it 
takes you away. . . ."

(Kris Carr, Crazy Sexy 
Cancer Survivor, 2008)



Step 5 - Discuss
Periodically ask students to discuss the term with one another. 

• Think - a few minutes of individual time to review the term(s) 

• Pair - allow students time to compare the descriptions, 
images. Allow them to pick out the moment when they finally 
understood the term “Aha!”. Identify areas of disagreement - 
need further clarification 

• Share - allow pairs to share with the class



Step 6 - Games
• Jeopardy - What is 

the question? 

• Dingbats 

• Pictionary / Draw me 

• Charades 

• Talk a mile a minute



Password
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