
Literacy Across the 
Curriculum

Session 7 - Supporting students with better writing



The Writing Process
• Pre-writing - teacher-centered activities 

• Pre-writing - student-centered activities 

• Drafting 

• Revising, Editing and Evaluating 

• Publishing



If you can say it, you can 
write it

“We’ve met all those frustrating pupils who 
can verbalize fabulous ideas but as soon as 
they pick up a pen their mind goes blank. ‘I 
don’t know where to start’ they wail 
disconsolately. ‘Just write down what you said 
a moment ago,’ we urge them, but to no avail” 

Source: David Didau - The Secret of Literacy, 2014



Consider the following when it 
comes to thinking about writing

• We can only write what we say 

• We can only say what we think 

• Thus, if we can say it, we can write it 

Adapted from: The Secret of Literacy (Didau, 2014)



Problem

• Most of our speech is social not academic. 

• We, therefore, fail to see the structure of what we 
are saying, or it lacks structure. 

• It then becomes difficult for us to organize thoughts 
into sentences.



Further problem
“Teachers pussyfoot around students’ 
inability to articulate clearly or precisely out 
of some misguided belief that they don’t 
want to crush their individuality. However, as 
in any other area, if we want to improve our 
students’ skills we need to actively intervene 
and accelerate their development.” 

(David Didau, 2012)



Thought stems

• Thought stems can be used in two different ways: 

• As question prompts in order to draw out ideas and 
considerations that students can talk about 

• As speech and / or writing prompts, so the ideas of 
the student are articulated with academic structure



The ideal
If we want students to write like a scientist, then they 
need to have frequency in speaking like a scientist. 
This goes beyond just the subject specific 
vocabulary but for students to use the language that 
that a scientist would use. 

We must scaffold for speaking and writing in scientific 
language.



It starts with good questioning



Then, provide sentence prompts to 
help student organise their thoughts



Your turn
1. Take a unit of your choice 

2. Note down some question thought stems that you could 
use to move students from low to higher order thinking with 
reference to the learning outcomes that they need to 
achieve. 

3. Note down some sentence thought stems that can be used 
by students to answer the questions verbally and in writing. 

4. Begin to design a resource that you can use in your 
classroom to support literacy development with the thought 
stems that you have created.



Pre-writing Graphic 
Organizers



Pre-writing Graphic 
Organizers

• Help organize thoughts 

• Help students know what to write 

• Perhaps combine thought stems with graphic 
organizers to begin to help thoughts take shape 

http://www.dailyteachingtools.com/free-graphic-
organizers-w.html#2  

http://www.eduplace.com/kids/hme/6_8/graphorg/ 

http://www.dailyteachingtools.com/free-graphic-organizers-w.html#2
http://www.eduplace.com/kids/hme/6_8/graphorg/


Drafting

• Break the writing into smaller pieces. 

• Place emphasis on specific parts of the writing, if 
required. 

• Use this as an opportunity to give students 
feedback before they create a full draft.



Revising

• Have students check and revise their writing. 

• Have a code that you and the students can use. Do 
not correct the work for them. 

• Getting students to check and revise takes training 
and effort.



CSP Code

Clevedon	School	Proofreading	Code	
“If	it’s	not	CSPed,	it’s	not	finished!”	

C	–	Capital	letters	
S	–	Spelling	

P	–	Punctuation	
//	-	Paragraphs	

?	–	doesn’t	make	sense



CSP	Code
C	-	Capital	letters	

• Every	sentence	MUST	start	with	a	capital	
letter	

• All	proper	nouns	(names,	titles)	MUST	have	a	
capital	letter	

• Always	use	a	capital	for	‘I’	
• Words	with	an	incorrect	capital	will	be	circled:	
i	love	clevedon	and	C	put	in	the	margin



CSP	Code
S	-	Spelling	

• If	a	word	is	spelled	incorrectly	the	mistake	
needs	to	be	circled	and	S	put	in	the	margin	

• If	you	know	how	to	spell	the	word	you	need	
to	correct	the	spelling	

• If	you	don’t	know	how	to	spell	the	word	you	
need	to	learn	a	strategy	to	spell	it	correctly	



CSP	Code
P	-	punctuation	

• Put	a	P	in	the	margin	if	writing	contains	
punctuation	mistakes	and	circle	the	error	

• Sentences	must	end	with	one	of	the	
following	.	?	!



CSP	Code
P	-	punctuation	

• Commas	are	ONLY	used	in	lists	or	to	divide	a	
main	clause	from	a	subordinate	clause	–	As	I	
was	writing,	I	noticed	lots	of	mistakes.	

• You	do	NOT	use	a	comma	where	you	take	a	
breath	–	this	is	a	LIE!	

• If	in	doubt	leave	them	out!



CSP	Code
//	-	Paragraphs	

• A	new	paragraph	is	needed	every	time	you	
change	TOpic,	Place,	TIme	or	Person	
(TOPTIP)	

• If	you	see	//	in	your	work	you	need	to	
change	paragraphs



CSP	Code
?	–	doesn’t	make	sense	

• If	you	have	made	a	grammatical	error,	
missed	out	a	word	or	otherwise	written	
something	that	doesn’t	quite	make	sense,	
you	need	to	put	it	right.	

• I	sometimes	find	it	hard	to	writes	a	lot.



Nominalisation

• Good writing has clarity and authority. 

• In doing so, written academic language uses more 
nouns than verbs



Examples

• judgement rather than judge 

• development rather than develop 

• admiration rather than admire 

Source: The Secret of Literacy (Didau, 2014)



Which one sounds more 
sophisticated?

1. Crime was increasing rapidly and the police were 
becoming concerned 

Or 

2. The rapid increase in crime was causing concern 
among the police 

Source: The Secret of Literacy (Didau, 2014)



Which one sounds more 
sophisticated?

1. Germany invaded Poland in 1939. This 
immediately caused the Second World War to 
break out. 

Or 

2. Germany’s invasion of Poland in 1939 was the 
immediate cause of the outbreak of the Second 
World War. 

Source: The Secret of Literacy (Didau, 2014)



Which one sounds more 
sophisticated?

1. We engaged staff in the initiative by encouraging 
them to attend lunchtime meetings. 

Or 

2. Staff engagement in the initiative was encouraged 
by attendance at lunchtime meetings. 

Source: The Secret of Literacy (Didau, 2014)



Benefits of Nominalization

• Makes you sound like an expert - authoritative 

• Makes meanings clearer and often more concise 
without losing detail. 

• Avoids repetition - you can refer back to previous 
ideas and paraphrase them better. 

Source: The Secret of Literacy (Didau, 2014)



Assisting students form 
nouns from verbs

Source: NSW Department of Education



Have a go yourself

• http://aeo.sllf.qmul.ac.uk/Files/Nominalization/Nom
%20LOC.html 

http://aeo.sllf.qmul.ac.uk/Files/Nominalization/Nom%20LOC.html

